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The SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500°National is Won by
Mike Boll, "World's Best Bricklayer,” for 2007.

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA — Las Vegas was host to an
outstanding 2007 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 National
on January 24, 2007. The dramatic competition saw a host
of firsts achieved by the determined masonry competitors.

Mike Boll, a mason with G Porter & Company, from Oak
Lawn, lllinois, and his tender Ken Huizenga topped a field
of nineteen other national masonry teams. With a winning
performance of 791 brick laid in just 60 minutes, Mike, age
32, won the grand prize, a loaded 2007 Ford F-250 XLT,
SuperDuty, CrewCab, 4x4 Truck, with custom wheels and
Baja tires. He also won $5,000 in cash and thousands of
dollars in sponsor prizes, such as a trophy, a one-of-kind

custom winner’s jacket, a Husqvarna saw, a custom

. ) Mike Boll, First Place winner with 791 Brick laid, holding his trophy and standing
Crick level and carrying case, and loaded tool bag in front of his new decked out Ford F-250, CrewCab, Super-Duty, 4 x 4 truck with

from Marshalltown. custom wheels and Baja tires.

Having placed first in 2005 this was Mike's second time
taking home the big prize in the nation’s premier
bricklaying competition which is held once a year
at the WOC/WOM show. This bricklaying competition
has grown to become the, “World Championship of Brick-
laying,” with the largest prize purse anywhere.

The competing masonry teams represent past national .
winners and winners from 2006 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER ) N AN g
500e regional events held around the country. The bar was ' 3

i

St

raised again this year for a record competition crowd of

4,500 arena attendees saw the masons compete for
$150,000 in cash and sponsor prizes. The WOC/WOM
show itself saw a record 92,000 attendees.

For the first time the competition performances were Jim O’Connor (left) and Mudslinger Tom Peterson, SPEC MIX West Coast Sales Man-
captured with a multi-camera video broadcast. Also for the ager, and judge crew look on the 17’ x 11" color Jumbotron screen.
first time a LIVE web stream broadcast of the competition broadband speed you can view the video through the
was shown. A DVD of that broadcast will be available to www.specmixbricklayer500.com web site. You will find system re-
the masonry industry by the end of March. In addition, you quirements on the web streaming set-up page.

can order the DVD for purchase or if you have DSL or higher (continued on page 2)
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Photo;eft: Bill Morrise.n= the SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN Award and

Thigd Place overall sits on his neWilaris Limited Edition er ATV with the,“World's
Best Bricklayer,” First Place winner Mike Boll (Photo Right) in his new loaded Fora =
Crg@wCab, Super-Duty, 4x4 truck with custom wheels and Baja tires.
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Jeff Burton, mason, with Miter Masonry Construction, from
Cincinnati, Ohio, came in Second Place overall
with 723 brick laid to win $4,000 in cash and additional
thousands in sponsor prizes. Jeff's tender was his son Ray-
mond Burton.

In Third Place overall with a brick count of 683, was 62
year old Bill Morrisette, mason, with Morrisette Masonry,
from Rock Spring, Georgia. The Third Place award was
$3,000 in cash and additional thousands in sponsor prizes.
In addition, for the first time ever at the National,

Bill won both Third Place overall and the SPEC MIX

TOP CRAFTSMANe Award by building the most sellable wall
over 500 brick. The TOP CRAFTSMAN Award is

second highest cash award at the competition with a choice
of a new Polaris Limited Edition 500 X2 ATV Sportster or
$7,500 in cash, the donation of a $6,000 EZ Grout Mixer to
a training center of their choice, and additional thousands in
sponsor prizes. Bill's tender was Alfredo Garcia, also from
Rock Spring. Alfredo is Bill's son-in-law.

To keep it in the family it was Alfredo Garcia, who won the
SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER® Award worth $2,500 and
hundreds in sponsor prizes. Alfredo winning time was 20
minutes and 14 seconds to set-up the the predefined work
area for his mason prior to the start of the bricklaying.

The 2007 SPEC MIX
BRICKLAYER 500°Na-
tional is a huge
success in Las Vegas.

Each year this event continues to grow in popularity at the
WOC/WOM show. It continues to display the skill of ma-
sonry in a competitive enviornment for enjoyment of other
masons and those people in the masonry industry who want
to watch the best masons in the world compete with each
other.

The broadcast of the competition will be offered for sale on
the new SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 web site (see article
in this edition). This video broadcast captures the event from
start to finish, and is a great way to get the
experience of the event if you could not catch the web
broadcast or come to the show.

If you are interested in competing, the 2007 SPEC MIX
BRICKLAYER 500 Regionals start in May in lowa and
continue throughout the country in various states over the
rest of 2007. The top winners from those Regionals will go
on to the National held in January 2008, in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada. Check with your local SPEC MIXe Licensee for a Re-
gional schedule end of April.



Photograph Directory

1. Alfredo Garcia, winner of the SPEC MIX-
TOUGHEST TENDER Award.

2. 2006 overall winner Mason Patrick Baxter
and his tender Bill Larsen in action.

3. The 2007 winners circle: Left to Right,
Alfredo Garcia, Bill Morrisette, Mike Boll, and Jeff
Burton.

4.2007 SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN and Third
Place winner overall, Bill Morrisette, surrounded
by his son-in-law, Alfredo Garcia (Left), and his
dad William (Right.)

5. A sweep of the Hydro Mobile arena stage and

SPE . i 17’ x 11’ Jumbotron screen.
c C MIX ~4 !

6. Arecord crowd of 4,500 arena attendees.

7. 2004 overall winner, and world record holder
Bill Boll laying brick.

8. The Foley brothers, the youngest competitors
ever to compete at the National.

9. The top prize, a loaded Ford F-250, CrewCab,
Super-Duty, 4x4 truck with custom wheels and
Baja tires on the Hydro Mobile scaffold.

10. Jim O’Conner who with Tom Clark handled
the MC duties at the event.

11. Judges checking the competition walls.

A special, “Thank You,” to our
sponsors for their generous
support.

SPONSORS
PLATINUM

SPEC MIX-, Inc.

Ford Trucks

Hydro Mobile

EZ Grout Corporation
MAXIMIZER by TXI
Masonry Construction
Magazine

GOLD LEVEL

Marshalltown Company
Prism Pigments
Husqvarna

Crick Levels

Acme Brick

Ash Grove

SILVER LEVEL

PROSOCO
Gatorback Mortarboards

. : CONTRIBUTOR LEVEL
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" y ' E-Z Mix Products

Rinker Materials

Building Lime Group

Safway Scaffolding

JLG

Mortar Net USA Ltd.
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SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500° National
broadcast DVD available end of March.

LAS VEGAS, NV — A DVD of the 2007 SPEC MIX
BRICKLAYER 500¢ National competition broadcast held at
the WOC/WOM in Las Vegas, Nevada, will be available in
late March. See the drama as the best bricklayers in the
world compete for over $150,000 in cash and prizes. At
over 2 hours long this DVD gives you a great idea of what
the SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER-¢ and the SPEC MIX
BRICKLAYER 500 National events are about, you will feel
the energy and excitement.

The DVD will be available for puchase
through the web store at

www.specmixbricklaer500.com
as well as order it through your
SPEC MIXe licensee or

call 1-888-SPECMIX.

SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500°web site created.

MENDOTA HEIGHTS, MN — In response to a growing
demand SPEC MIXe, Inc., has created a web site
dedicated to the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500
competition. The web site, www.specmixbricklayer500.com
has the latest on information for both the SPEC MIX
BRICKLAYER 500 National and Regional events.

On the web site you will find photographs, rules, forms,
press releases, schedules, and contact information.

In addition, there is a promotional merchandise store and

a link to a web stream of the National. Lots of custom
SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 promotional merchandise
such as jackets, hats, sweat shirts, t-shirts, and hard goods
will be available for sale in the web store. In addition, you
will find banner links to several of the SPEC MIX
BRICKLAYER 500 sponsors.

DSL broadband speed and Pentium 4 processor speed is
required to view the web stream video. The DVD will also
be available for purchase through the web store at
www.specmixbricklayer500.com as well as ordering it
through your SPEC MIXe licensee or call 1-888-SPECMIX.
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Photo Above: This is a sample of two of the web pages, the page in the
background shows the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500° web site home page.
The image in the foreground is the store front page which features

SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 merchandise.
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The National Concrete
Masonry Association
has completed its
Phase Il Research for
SCG.

MENDOTA HEIGHTS, MN — Mark Lukkarila, SPEC MIX
Technical Services Manager, has reported that the National
Concrete Masonry Association has issued a Phase Il Re-
search Report for Making and Testing Prototype SCG Mix
Designs. In addition to being one of the construction indus-
try’s foremost experts and developers of dry,
preblended SCG products, Mark is also a member of the
National Self Consolidating Grout Task Group for the
NCMA.

As an extension of the NCMA Phase | research, which
centered on the feasibility of using Self Consolidating Grout
without mechanical consolidation or reconsolidation, Phase
Il research focused on mix design technology. Specifically,
the research addressed components of SCG mixes and
testing requirements.

SPEC MIX and Mark Lukkarila have helped to
significantly advance the knowledge and science of Self
Consolidating Grout and its use in masonry applications.

In order to enhance your knowledge of Self Consolidating
Grout and the many benefits it offers to Contractors, De-
signers and Engineers, please visit the SPEC MIX
website at www.specmix.com or call 1-888-SPEC MIX to
speak directly with one of the highly trained SPEC MIX staff.

To view a copy of the report go to
http://www.ncma.org/research/reports/MR31.pdf

Mark Lukkarila is a technical services manager at
SPEC MIX; Inc., Mendota Heights, Minnesota. Mark
is a geologist with extensive experience in petro-
graphic analysis. He sits on the ASTM committees
C12 and C12.09, is a voting member of C9, C9.43,
C9.46, C9.65, and is a member of the task groups
for C12.05 and C1324. He is also chairman of the
ACI 221 Aggregate Committee, and is a voting
member of the ACI 524, Plastering Committee. Mark
is also a member of the Board

of Directors for the American Shotcrete Association.

The SPEC MIX°SCG
Demonstration Video is
now available, to view on
the SPEC MIX*web site,
or as CDs for purchase.
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SPEC MIX SCG VIDEO

SPEC MIX"SCG
DEMONSTRATION VIDED
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Photo above: View the SPEC MIX SCG Demonstra-
tion Video online by going to
www.specmix.com/scg_video.html

The 8 minute video demonstrates mixing and
testing procedures for SPEC MIX SCG.

MENDOTA HEIGHTS, MN — The SPEC MIXs SCG
Demonstration Video is now available for viewing off the
SPEC MIXe web site home page at www.specmix.com.
Click on the SCG image located on the left hand side of the
web page to view a web stream of the SPEC MIX SCG
Demonstration Video, this 8 minute how-to demonstration
video shows the mixing and testing procedures
for SPEC MIX SCG.

You can go directly to the video web viewing page at
www.specmix.com/scg_video.html. To view the web stream
video online you should have at least a DSL broadband
speed and Pentium 4 processor. The video is also
available on a CD for purchase at the end of March.

It will play on any PC system with Windows Media Player.
To purchase this CD contact your SPEC MIXe Licensee
or call 1-888-SPECMIX.
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PCIl teams with

SPEC MiX"to bring
new look to their local
manufacturer show.

ELBURN, IL — Greater Chicago SPEC MIXe licensee
Package Concrete, Inc., located in Elburn, lllinois, brought a
new look to their local trade show, the 2007 Manufacture
Showcase sponsored by the lllinois Brick Company. PCI
teamed with their graphics vendor Skyline Displays and
SPEC MIX, to create new free-standing, 4 color, fabric
SPEC MIXe exhibit banners to give PCl a professional look
at the local show. They make a strong presentation of the
SPEC MIXe brand, with multiple products in several product
categories, for smaller exhibit areas such as you often find
with local shows.

lllinois Brick Company, owned by Prairie Materials, a very
large lllinois redi-mix concrete company set up the show
at Drury Lane Oakbrook Terrace, in Oakbrook, lllinois.

The show was held on February 28, with a great turn out.

Over 40 manufactures were represented at this show,
from stone veneer and brick manufactures to safety equip-
ment suppliers, and brands like SPEC MIX, Lafarge, Ess-
rock, and Prosoco. The show drew a solid crowd of local
architects, engineers, mason contractors, general
contractors from the area. lllinois Brick had the Brick Insti-
tute of America (BIA) present accredited seminars on ma-
sonry topics during the show.

The SkillsUSA National Convention Leadership and
Skills Conference is set for June, 25 - 29.

——

e
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KANSAS CITY, KANSAS — Final plans are in place for the

2007 SkillsUSA National Convention Leadership and Skills
Conference held in Kansas City, Kansas, June 25 — 29.

This national student conference, the largest in the country,
expects more than 13,750 people—including students,
teachers and business partners—are expected to participate
in the week-long event.

The SPEC MIX= Mudslingers will be at the conference
providing mortar for the student masons competing for top
honors at the SkillsUSA Championships which are held during
the conference. The masonry competition has the students
building a defined masonry wall and has two levels of
competition, Secondary and Post-Secondary. SPEC MIX li-
censee Midwest Block & Brick will be donating their efforts
and materials to this great event training the future of masonry.
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Masonry

The SkillsUSA Championships will be held on Thursday,
June 28 in the H. Roe Bartle Hall Convention and Confer-
ence Center. More than 4,500 outstanding career
and technical education students—all state contest
winners—will compete hands-on in 87 different trade,
technical and leadership fields. (continued on page 7)




(continued from page 6)

For the 13th consecutive year, the SPEC MIX organization and
licensees will be providing two $1,500 “Commitment

To Quality” scholarships to the training centers of winning ma-
sons in the Secondary and Post-Secondary divisions. Since
cash awards can not be given directly to the students, the
scholarships are dedicated in their honor to their school

to help fund their masonry training program.

SkillsUSA is a national nonprofit organization serving
teachers and high school and college students who are
preparing for careers in trade, technical and skilled service oc-
cupations, including health occupations. It was formerly known
as VICA (Vocational Industrial Clubs of America).

For more conference information go to www.skillsusa.org.

RADMAN CONSULTING, LLC

MASONRY ESTIMATING
SERVICE

www.RadmanConsulting.com

(850) 554-8009

www.fredericktool.com

MASONRY TOOLS

For the Professional
FrederiCkTOOI Cor'p. Since 1946

24615 C.R. 45 Ste.#4,Elkhart,IN 46516
Ultra hard Jointers, Sled runners, Line blocks, Line pins, Line twigs,
Masonry chalk and line,and Carpenter pencils.

Private labeling on your promotional items. Call for free brochure and samples.

800-443-9618

Solomon Colors offers you:
e Largest selection of masonry colors available
* Custom blending and color matching services

Call TODAY for a Color Card or for a complete
Mortar Color Kit.

(800) 624-0261 * www.solomoncolors.com

GG, s9Lomon

IRON OXIDE PIGMENTS FOR THE MASONRY INDUSTRY

MASONRY COMPUTER ESTIMATING

Now in 3D

by Tradesmen’s Software

Masonry Computer Estimating
That Does It All... in 3D!

I See the actual building being displayed in 3D as you do your take-
off in either PLAN mode, PERSPECTIVE mode, OUTSIDE mode,
INSIDE mode or at any ELEVATION.

W Complete your take-off, then walk through or around and see the
actual finished building(s).

W SAVE $ — No more walls, bandings, openings or even buildings
missed from your estimate.

M Figure special wall shapes like PIERS, GABLE, SLOPE or STEPS!

M Calculates CMU: HALF and FULL BULLNOSE, DOUBLE BULLNOSE,
CHAMFER, or SASH for any or all OPENINGS, JAMBS, CORNERS,
CONTROL JOINTS and any SPECIAL CUTS.

M Integrate with PROJECT COST and DIGITAL PLAN MEASURING
SYSTEMS.

W Windows 95/98/NT/ME or 2000 compatible.

Il 30 day money back guarantee.

Tradesmen’s Software, Inc.

1-800-577-8966

See for yourself at: www.tradesmens.com

The Original Miracle Mortar

Superior workability

Superior Water Retention - Optimal Curing
Increased flexural bond strength

Increased compressive strength

Highly workable without excess entrained air

50188, 2260 KILOS

Corporate Office: 800-433-0036 WE
Sales Representatives:
George Williams Minnesota and Dakotas

Jim Middleton Missouri, Kansas, lllinois

Bill Buerger Wisconsin, N. lllinois

Jim Cooley lowa, Nebraska PRESSURE HYDRATED

Rob Bernardo West Coast 'I'YPE "sﬂuME

Biju Daniel East Coast B

SR
WesternLime WESTE e LR,

www.westernlime.com 'WEST BEND, WI.

For information on advertising in Trowel Tales,
contact Jeff Farmakes, editor, at (651) 651-8966
or via e-mail at jfarmakes@specmix.com.
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2025 CENTRE POINT BLVD, SUITE 150
MENDOTA HEIGHTS, MINNESOTA 55120

UPCOMING EVENTS

BIA Brick Show
March 29-31
Orlando, FL

AIA
May 3-5
San Antonio, TX

Masonry Industry Legislative Con-
ference

May 14-15

Washington, D.C.

SkillsUSA National Leadership

WE’LL BE:
and Skills Conference THERE!
Masonry Competition
June 22

Kansas City, MO

BSI Fall Study Tour
Oct 3-13
Verona, Italy
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